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Ballard to 
Downtown Seattle  
Transit Expansion Study

• Support 

implementation of 

the Seattle’s Transit 

Master Plan

• Support future ST 

Board discussions on 

High Capacity Transit 

options & expansion

• Study Modes: Link 

light rail & rapid 

Streetcar
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1. Identify project goals and objectives

2. Identify potential alignments

3. Evaluate and refine light rail and rapid streetcar 

alignments and station locations

4. Develop ridership and cost estimates

5. Summarize and document findings

6. Present findings to City Council and the ST Board

Study Activities: 
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(we are here)
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Open House #1 – March 12th

• Project Goals Objectives

• Origin & destination

• Alignment options

• 150 participants in public meeting

• 269 online participants

Open House #2 – June 27th

• Tier 1 Evaluation

– Eight corridors

– Urban areas served

• 170 participants in public meeting

• 1,200 online participants
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• 150 people attended the 1st open House

•270 people participated in the online 

interactive mapping tool
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Eight Corridor Alternatives
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Downtown – At-grade, exclusive lane

Interbay – Elevated

Crossing – 140’ Fixed bridge
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Downtown / QA – Tunnel

Interbay – Elevated

Crossing – Tunnel
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Downtown – Tunnel

Interbay – Elevated

Crossing – 140’ Fixed bridge
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Downtown – At-grade, exclusive lane

Interbay – At-grade, exclusive lane

Crossing – 70’ Movable bridge

Ballard/CH – At-grade, exclusive lane
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Downtown/QA – Tunnel

Crossing – 70’ Movable bridge

Leary/17th – At-grade, exclusive lane
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Downtown – At-grade, exclusive lane

Westlake – At-grade, exclusive lane

Crossing/Leary – Tunnel

Ballard/CH – At-grade, exclusive lane
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Downtown – At-grade, exclusive lane

Dexter – At-grade, shared lane

Crossing – Fremont bridge

Leary/15th – At-grade, shared lane
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Downtown – At-grade, shared lane

Westlake – At-grade, exclusive lane

Crossing – 70’ Movable bridge

Leary – At-grade, exclusive lane

24th – At-grade, shared lane
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Level 1 Traffic Analysis

• Qualitative – no level of service analysis

• Identified/counted signalized intersections impacted

• Potential impacts to mobility

– Reduction in travel lanes

– Turn restrictions

– Impacts to Seattle Major Truck Streets



Level 2 Traffic Analysis

• Update Level 1 qualitative analysis of impacts to 

mobility for Level 2 corridors

• Add quantitative analysis at selected locations

• Level of service analysis

– Intersections

– Street segments

• Use traffic simulation software where 

appropriate



Considerations for Freight & the Ballard Study

• Identify potential impacts
– Reduction in SOV trips = more space for freight

– Improved progression with TMP (at-grade only)

• Identify negative impacts and/or mitigation
– Level of service

– Facility needs, key freight access points, loading zones

• Continue to coordinate with Freight Access / Master Plan 

• Implement Best Practices through design and construction
– Work with specific stakeholders

– Specific signal and timing solutions

– new loading zones, revised routings

– technology



Next Steps

• Summer/Fall 2013: Corridor Tier 2 Evaluation

• December 2013: Outreach Meeting #3

• Early 2014: Final Report
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Ship Canal Crossing Project

• Currently funded in 2015

• Identified a benefit in advancing to 2014

• To a parallel track with ST3 corridor studies and long 

range plan update
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High Growth Areas

Ballard Urban Village 

• Achieved 148% of the 2024 residential target

• Achieved 92% of the 2024 employment target

Fremont Urban Village 

• Achieved 95% of the 2024 residential target

• Achieved 85% of the 2024 employment target 
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Council-Adopted Plans

• 3 modal plans identify a new crossing

o Transit Master Plan (2012)

o Pedestrian Master Plan (2009)

o Bicycle Master Plan (2007)

• The 2013 Draft BMP Update identifies crossing needs

o Significant community outcry to improve the Ballard
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Crossing Volumes

Peak Transit 

Frequency

19 Trips per Hour Peak Transit 

Frequency

15 Trips per Hour
Ballard Bridge 

AAWT = 

63,800*

Fremont Bridge 

AAWT = 

31,000*

* Annual Average Weekday Traffic data from 2011

BMP  Preferred 

Crossing

TMP Study 

Alternative – 3rd

Ave W



Crossing Study Considerations
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• Consider mode compatibility and location

• Prioritize transit, bike and pedestrian connections

• Evaluate mix and match scenarios 

o Tunnel and high bridges - not compatible for bikes and 

pedestrians

� Require a separate bike/pedestrian facility

o New moveable bridge could include multiple modes

� 70’ bridge would require only infrequent opening

• Opportunity to reconfigure existing bridges

o Increase bike and pedestrian space

o Develop a couplet concept with an additional crossing



Ship Canal Crossing Outcomes
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If completed in 2014, concurrent with ST’s 

HCT Corridor Studies, it advances:

• Feasibility analysis considering multiple modes

• Understanding of design alternatives and 

costs

• Leverages modal plan recommendation and is 

coordinated with Ballard to Downtown

• Costs to develop a funding package

• Potentially informs projects in:

o BTG 2

o ST Long Range Plan


